
STATE OF CALIFORNIA--HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AGENCY GRAY DAVIS,  Governor

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
744 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814  

December 28, 1999

ALL-COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-99-101  
                                                   

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS
FOOD STAMP PROGRAM, DISASTER
COORDINATORS

SUBJECT: DISASTER FOOD STAMP PROGRAM HANDBOOK UPDATES

This letter transmits revised reproducible pages to the United States Department of
Agriculture, Food and Consumer Service, “Disaster Food Stamp Program Handbook.”  The
revisions to affected pages reflect increases in resource, income, and disaster food stamp
allotment amounts.  The revised pages replace documents found in the EXHIBITS section
of the handbook as follows:

EXHIBIT A,
Page 2 of item titled “Disaster Food Stamps, Fact Sheet”

EXHIBIT E, Items titled:
a) “Food Stamp Program October 1, 1999 – September 30, 2000 (previously dated

 October 1, 1997 – September 30, 1998)
b) “Food Stamp Program—Monthly Allotments and Deductions”
c) “Eligibility Verification Chart,” page 1.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Varaniece Hall of the Food Stamp
Bureau at (916) 657-3500.

Original document signed by Charr Lee Metsker
On 12/28/99
CHARR LEE METSKER, Chief
Employment and Eligibility Branch

Attachments (4)

    

  REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL

  [   ] State Law  Change
  [   ] Federal Law or Regulation

    Change
  [   ] Court Order or Settlement

    Agreement
  [X ] Clarification Requested by One
                   or More Counties
  [   ] Initiated by CDSS



damage to a home or property
necessary for work, temporary
shelter expenses, expenses for
moving out of an evacuated area,
expenses related to protecting a
home or business from the
disaster, and expenses due to a
disaster-related injury or
death.  The limits for household
income and cash resource, minus
disaster expenses, for a month
are:

Household Income and
   Size   Resources

1 $1,096
2  1,331
3  1,566
4  1,801
5  2,036
6  2,271
7  2,506
8  2,741

You will be asked to provide the
social security number for
household members if known.

RECEIVING FOOD STAMPS: If you are
eligible, you should get food
stamps within 3 days after you
apply.  You may get food stamps
in one of several ways:

- the food stamp office may
give or mail the food stamps
directly to you,

- you may be given (or receive
in the mail) a paper or card
you can take to a bank or
other place to get your food
stamps, or

- you may be given a plastic
card that you can use to buy
food.

This varies by area.

The amount of benefits a
household gets depends on the
number of people in the
household.

Household Food Stamp
   Size      For a Month

1 $127
2  234
3  335
4  426
5  506
6  607
7  671
8  767

Food stamps come in books
worth different amounts. A
household member should sign
each coupon book.

USING FOOD STAMPS: You may
use food stamps in any store
that takes them.  Most
grocery stores take food
stamps. You can only use food
stamps to buy food or to buy
seeds or plants for a garden
to grow food for your own
use.  You cannot buy
alcoholic drinks, tobacco,
vitamins, toilet paper, or
paper towels with food
stamps. It is a very serious
crime to sell your coupons
for cash or drugs.

You must have the book cover
to spend food stamps worth
more than $1.  The store will
give you change (in food
stamps or up to $1 in cash
change) if you do not have
the exact amount you need.

NONDISCRIMINATION:  If you
think you have not been
treated fairly because of
race, color, national origin,
gender, age, disability,
religious creed, or political
beliefs, you should write to
the USDA, Director, Office of
Civil Rights, Rm. 326-W,
Whitten Building, 14th &
Independence Ave., SW,
Washington, D.C. 

12/6/99



Eligibility/Verification Chart (48 States and D.C.)

Requirement The Household

Residency
Must have been living in the disaster area at the time of the disaster.

May be eligible if it is temporarily living outside of the disaster area but within
the state at the time of the disaster.

Purchase Food Must plan on purchasing food during the benefit period.
Adverse Affect Must have experienced at lease one of the following adverse effects:

•  loss of food, coupons or ATPs

•  damage to or destruction of the household’s home or self-employment
business (e.g., complete destruction, loss of roof or walls, destruction of
heating equipment).

•  disaster related (expenses not expected to be reimbursed during the benefit
period (e.g., home/business protection, disaster related personal injury;
including funeral expenses).

•  loss or inaccessibility of income including reduction or termination of income
or a delay in receipt of income for half the benefit period.

•  Inaccessible liquid resources (e.g., banks are closed).

Income and Resource test
Total income received during the disaster benefit period, plus accessible liquid
resources, minus certain disaster-related expenses shall not exceed the
disaster gross income limit.

Household Size
                                                          1
       Disaster Gross Income Limit Maximum Allotment

1 1096 127
2 1331 234
3 1566 335
4 1801 426
5 2036 506
6 2271 607
7 2506 671
8 2741 767

Each Additional Member +235 +96

                                                
1 These figures include all necessary calculations (e.g., calculation for 1 person household: maximum net monthly
income = $687; standard deduction = $134; shelter deduction = $275; 687 + 134 + 275 = 1096)



FOOD STAMP PROGRAM
OCTOBER 1, 1999 TO SEPTEMBER 30, 2000

NET MONTHLY INCOME ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS
(100 PERCENT OF POVERTY LEVEL)

Household 48 States* Alaska Hawaii
Size

1 $  687 $  860 $  791
2     922  1,154  1,061
3  1,157  1,447  1,331
4  1,392  1,740  1,601
5  1,627  2,034  1,871
6  1,862  2,327  2,141
7  2,097  2,620  2,411
8  2,332  2,914  2,681
each additional member   +235   +294   +270

GROSS MONTHLY INCOME ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS
(130 PERCENT OF POVERTY LEVEL)

Household 48 States* Alaska Hawaii
Size

1 $   893 $1,118 $1,029
2   1,199   1,500   1,380
3   1,504   1,881   1,731
4   1,810   2,262   2,082
5   2,115   2,644   2,433
6   2,421   3,025   2,784
7   2,726   3,406   3,135
8   3,032   3,788   3,486
each additional member   +306    +382    +351

GROSS MONTHLY INCOME ELIGIBILTY STANDARDS FOR HOUSEHOLDS
WHERE ELDERLY DISABLED ARE A SEPARATE HOUSEHOLD

(165 PERCENT OF POVERTY LEVEL)

Household 48 States* Alaska Hawaii
Size

1 $1,133 $1,419 $1,305
2   1,521   1,903   1,751
3   1,909   2,387   2,196
4   2,297   2,871   2,642
5   2,684   3,355   3,087
6   3,072   3,839   3,533
7   3,460   4,323   3,978
8   3,848   4,807   4,424
each additional member    +388    +484    +446
*  Includes District of Columbia, Guam and the Virgin Islands



FOOD STAMP PROGRAM – MONTHLY ALLOTMENTS AND DEDUCTIONS
OCTOBER 1999 – SEPTEMBER 2000

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

MAXIMUM FOOD STAMP ALLOTMENTS

HOUSEHOLD SIZE 48 STATES AND D.C.

1 $ 127
2 $ 234
3 $ 335
4 $ 426
5 $ 506
6 $ 607
7 $ 671
8 $ 767

Each additional person $   96

DEDUCTIONS

AREA STANDARD DEDUCTIONS

48 States and D.C. $ 134
Alaska $ 229
Hawaii $ 189
Guam $ 269
Virgin Islands $ 118

AREA SHELTER DEDUCTIONS

48 States and D.C. $ 275
Alaska $ 478
Hawaii $ 393
Guam $ 334
Virgin Islands $ 203

AREA HOMELESS HOUSEHOLD
SHELTER ESTIMATE

National $ 143


	REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL
	
	
	
	
	Household		Income and

	RECEIVING FOOD STAMPS: If you are eligible, you should get food stamps within 3 days after you apply.  You may get food stamps in one of several ways:





